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Throughout the year there are special dates of which to make
note. Mark your calendar. You won’t want to miss out! See
separate Children’s Ministries Calendar insert for details.

Sept. 23 (Wed.) Confirmation begins™* (Set 1)
Sept. 20 First Sunday in new Fall classes
Nov. 29* Holiday Weekend (movie day)
Dec. 13 Children’s Advent/Christmas Service
Dec. 27* Holiday Weekend (movie day)
Jan. 3 SS resumes
Jan. 6 (Wed.) Confirmation resumes (Set 2)

Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28 SS Break Out classes (some grades)
Mar. 20 (Sat.) Family Event
Mar. 28 Easter Sunday (no movies)
Mar. 31 Confirmation classes resume (Set 3)
May 2 Confirmation Sunday
May 23* Holiday Weekend (movie day)

Summer Schedule Dates TBD

*Sundays that fall on holiday weekends often make it difficult
to staff the Sunday school program, as well as being typically
lower attendance Sundays. On many (but not all) of those
Sundays, Christian family movies will be shown in an upper
level classroom during the normal Sunday school period.

** Confirmation class dates—pg. 10

You are invited to share your gifts/talents and your love of Jesus
with the children at St. Matthew. Opportunities to volunteer may
exist in any of the areas outlined in this handbook. All volunteers
age 18+ will undergo a simple background check.

CONNECT

Year 3

But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you,

and you will be my witnhesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”
Acts 1:8 (Esv)
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D.C.L.C. is a licensed year-round Christian childcare/preschool
which is a mission of St. Matthew Lutheran Church.

D.C.L.C. is not under the St. Matthew ‘Children’s Ministries’ um-
brella. The program is directed by Julie Sventek.

For more information about D.C.L.C. visit their website at:
www.dclearningcenter.org or call 763-789-4030.

With this year’s focus of ‘Connect in our Com-

munity’ in mind, I've put together a, by no ik
means complete, list of ideas and service op- Snine
portunities for you and your family.

Known Volunteer opportunities in Columbia

Heights

SACA (Southern Anoka County/Community Assistance)
EveryMeal — provides meal kits in schools for weekend meals
FMSC (Feed My Starving Children)

Elementary schools (volunteers—background checks req.)
CH Recreation coaches

CH City clean-up day(s)

CH Library

Meals on Wheels

National Night Out events

Established Volunteer opportunities in the Twin Cities area via:
(The emails/website listings are updated and sent periodically.)
Idealist.org (drive cancer patients to/from appts.; Memorial Blood
Centers Café host; prepare tree give away educational packets;
helping elders; Hearts and Hammers handyperson volunteers;
hospice volunteers; MN Twins volunteers; pet foster and adop-
tion event volunteers; respite support for caregivers, etc.)
DoingGoodTogether.org This is geared more toward families
volunteering together with children as young as...usually 8, may-
be some younger. (build hygiene kits; Tour de Tonka bike ride
volunteers; assemble school supply packs; Pollinator BioBlitz —
monitor and record pollinators and plants; Loaves and Fishes
meals; gardening/yardwork; Shelter meal service (via Our Sav-
iors Community Services), and FMSC was on this list.

L.E.R.T. — Lutheran Early Response Team — helping out after
storms/floods, etc.

Individually (not an organized group)
Random Acts of Kindness
Pick up trash
Open your eyes and LOOK for opportunities to care/listen —
family members, neighbors, fellow grocery shoppers,
schoolmates, bus/class mates, etc.

Shine the light of Christ!
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Bible study gatherings are offered for teens and adults on Sunday
mornings, Wednesday evenings, and other days/times. We
encourage teens and parents to engage themselves in some kind
of group Bible study on a regular basis. The clearest way God
speaks to us is through His Word. What a blessing and privilege it
is to study His Word!

Teens: Grades 7-12
Sunday morning Bible study at 8:45 am

Wednesday evenings: 7:00-8:00 pm, and other periodic events,
sometimes joining with youth from other churches.

Adults:

Sunday mornings 8:30am (in person and via Zoom, contact Pastor
Hugo for a zoom invite)

Men’s Bible study: Tuesdays, 7:30am via Zoom and in-person
Women’s Bible studies (three separate themes/focuses):
*Thursdays at 10:00am
*1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays at 1:00pm
*2nd Sundays at 7:00pm

Watch communications for new studies as the year progresses.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a member of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS).

St. Matthew Children’s Ministries is established to assist
parents in the Christian education of their children. Through
Bible instruction and application St. Matthew strives to nurture
faith development which is begun in the child at baptism.

Parents, please offer your prayer support for and involvement
with the Children’s Ministries team as they are also praying for
you and your children.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
4101 Washington St. NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421

Website: www.stmatthew-ch.org
Phone: 763-788-9427
(worship services on YouTube)

Staff email contact = first name.last name@stmatthew-ch.org
Brenda Hugo (Children’s Ministry) -- Pastor Bill Hugo (Confirmation)
Drew Wagner (Music Team) -- Faustina Allen (Youth Ministry)
Rachel Tougbay (Office Mgr.) -- Sarai Kretschman (Technology)
Julie Sventek (D.C.L.C. Dir.) -- Kathy Rosenberg (Parish Nurse)

At St. Matthew, children can participate in a variety of Christian
education classes, activities and family events. Info about
these happenings are outlined in this handbook. However, info
may get updated or changed. You will want to stay in the loop!
Here’s how:

Communication from the Children’s Ministries Coordinator
to/with Children’s Ministries families occurs most frequently via
email. Please check your email folders on a regular basis.

Other places you may find Children’s Ministries news and info:
- St. Matthew church website (www.stmatthew-ch.org)
- St. Matthew Facebook page
- Newscene (St. Matthew newsletter, also on website)
- Weekly (Sat./Sun.) worship announcement bulletins
- Occasionally items may be mailed to you.

For emergency purposes, emergency contact person/people
and phone contact information will be requested.

Please be sure the Children’s Ministries office has your
current email, phone contact numbers and mailing
address on file.




Sunday School Arrivals:

Use the stairs at the north end of the building, by the child care
office, to ascend to the Sunday school classrooms on the upper
level. Use the restrooms at the top of the stairs BEFORE
proceeding to the check-in desk. Continue to the ‘Opening’
classroom. (Note: The Faith Play class meeting room is yet to be
decided at this writing.)

Please follow current CDC recommendations and/or St. Matthew
requests concerning exposure and mask wearing (COVID or other
communicable disease). A water fountain with paper cups is
available on the upper level, but you are encouraged to supply your
child with his/her own filled water bottle. (A water bottle filler is
available on the main level near the restrooms.)

Please make every effort to have your child in the classroom on
time (on/before 8:45am). Late arrivals disrupt learning.

Sunday School Dismissals:

Please avoid going into the classroom to pick up your child early
unless it is absolutely necessary, as this is disruptive to the rest of
the class. You may meet your child(ren) at the upper level check in
desk, or older children can meet you on the main level.

Please encourage your child(ren) to use the restroom before
proceeding to worship. Leaving during the worship service to ‘take
care of business’ can be distracting.

Advent/Christmas Worship Service

Each year children/families have the opportunity to tell the story of
Jesus’ birth and lead the congregation in worship. The tentative
date of this worship presentation is Dec. 13. Mark your calendars
and plan to participate! Watch for details in late Oct./early Nov.
communications.

Saturday before Palm Sunday— Mar. 20 (mid-late afternoon)

St. Matthew usually hosts a special interactive experience geared
for families and open to the community. This experience
encompasses events of Holy Week from Palm Sunday, through
Easter. Watch communications for more details as the date
approaches.

Summer City Events St. Matthew’s participation in city events
has a focus on building relationships in the community. Events
vary from year to year. (Art and Info Fair, Monarch Festival, etc.)
Watch for information via the St. Matthew website, Facebook
page, weekly bulletin announcements and Newscene.

SMCT—St. Matthew Community Theater rehearses in our
building. Auditions for their upcoming Spring show, “Sweeny
Todd” will take place in December. “Sweeny Todd” will be
presented at another venue. See stmatthewcommunitytheater.org

for audition and show information.

On-line worship services can be found on St. Matthew Facebook
and YouTube pages. Sunday school photos and videos are includ-
ed on Facebook, the church website and paper communications. If
children are in the photos and videos, only first names (if any) will
be used. You must contact Brenda if you do not want your
child(ren)’s face to appear in any public format.

11.
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Wednesday Confirmation classes, are offered from Sept.— Confir-
mation Day (May 2, 2027), in 3 separate ‘Sets’. These ‘Sets’ avoid
Thanksgiving, Advent/Christmas and Lent, giving families the op-
portunity to worship together during these special weekday ser-
vices. Teen Ministries and other groups may continue to meet.
Check with those leaders for any change in schedule.

Set 1*: Sept. 23—Nov. 18 (10 Wednesdays)
Set 2: Jan. 6—Feb. 3 (5 Wednesdays)
Set 3: Mar. 31-April 28 (5 Wednesdays)
*(First Set dates may vary due to Pastor’s medical leave.)

Special Weekday Worship Services

*Watch communications for service/worship times, and any potential
changes.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship: Wed., Nov. 25
Advent Worship: Weds., Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23
Christmas Eve/Day: Thurs., Dec. 24/Fri., Dec. 25
Lenten Worship: Weds. Feb., 10, 17, 24, Mar. 3 ,10, 17
Maundy Thursday Worship: Mar. 25
Good Friday Worship: Mar. 26
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil: Mar. 27

Each week the Sunday school students (G.N.C. and
Sojourners) gather in an upper level classroom between
*8:20am and 8:44am for a prompt 8:45am start, beginning with
a brief “Opening” to Sunday School. At this time, birthdays and
baptism birthdays are recognized, God is praised with music
(our new hymn learning program) and prayers are offered.
Students won’t want to miss it so please make every effort to be
on time. Parents are welcome to attend these opening
sessions (approx.10 —15 minutes).

*Children may arrive this early so parents can attend the adult
Bible class at 8:30am.

.

When enough students are in attendance, we divide up the age
levels as such:

Faith Play: birth—age 3 by Sept. 1, and their parents
Good News Crew: PreK (age 4 by Sept. 1) through Grade 3
Sojourners: Grades 4-6

Because we have been experiencing low numbers since 2020,
some fluctuation in groupings may occur. Parents are asked to
accompany their children in the Faith Play class. Parents are
welcome to attend (but not necessary) with their children at any
age.

Faith Play: led by parents who have children in this age group.

Good News Crew: a Leader and a Shepherd per lesson—the
Leader may be different each week

Sojourners: led by co-teachers

We will be incorporating the church-wide ‘CONNECT’ theme
for our 2026/2027 lessons.

See the insert for an outline of lesson topics.




Sunday School and other classes are Christian education

) . programs. Although classes may include periods of devotion and
The students Iessons_are phqsen with the St. Matthew Year 3 prayer, they are not intended to replace worship. Parents are
theme—CONNECT—in mind: encouraged to include children in the church worship experience
e How we CONNECT to God; on Saturday evenings or Sunday mornings, on Wednesday

e How God CONNECTS to us, evenings during Advent/Lent, or on-line when attending in person
isn’'t an option, as regularly as possible. Only by attending often

* Howwe CONNECT to our families/church family and . will the child become familiar with worship and be comfortable
¢ How we CONNECT to other people we encounter. (community) knowing what is expected of him or her.

Sunday School Lesson Description:

i i ) Worship isn’t taught, it's caught! It is an action we do in response
G.N.C. Lessons will vary to include age appropriate play, drama, to God’s love for us.

crafts, games, science, music, etc., in order to enhance learning.

The strongest role model for a life of worship is to regularly
Students who have received their Bibles in 3rd grade (see ‘Sunday sit next to a parent in church, or while engaging in on-line
School February Break-Outs’) should bring their own Bibles to class. worship.

We would like to encourage the children to help support mission , ST .

and service projects for the following reasons: It seems strange to outline a discipline policy for programs that

«  Help children learn to see beyond themselves to the world take place in short bursts. However, if and when it is needed, it is
around them y comfortable for all involved to know the procedure.

* Educate children in the diverse manner and areas Our ministry team is understanding of differing temperaments

(locally/globally) in which the Church is doing ministry. among children and expects no two children in class to be the
¢ Provide opportunity for children to be directly involved in the same. Fortunately our class sizes are manageable enough where
mission of the church and to share Christ’s love. all children can get the needed attention of the Teacher/Leader

. . . . and “Shepherds.”
Offering monies will toggle between the “Feed My Starving

Children” and “S.A.C.A.” organizations. If the behavior of any student interferes with the learning of the
Short-term projects may also come up. Keep checking those others in class, the following steps are taken:
forms of communication. a) A private word in Christian love between teacher/Shepherd

Where should the children’s offering come from? Here are some and student, explaining why the behavior is unacceptable.

ideas: b) If the behavior occurs a second time during the same hour,
the student may be given a short time-out period in the room

e Offer a portion of their allowance or with the Children’s Ministries Coordinator and the parent is

e ‘Found’ change directed to offerings alerted to the situation so support can be given from home to

o Do a special job where funds are directed toward an offering correct the specific behavior.

e Alemonade stand or garage sale where proceeds go toward c) If a child’s behavior continues to be disruptive, a parent will be

an offering (with parental support) asked to attend class with his/her child.




Putting God’s Word to memory is important. Through
memorization, children (and adults) remember God’s love and
commands throughout daily living. Committing to memory these
verses will provide your children with valuable resources for times
in their lives when they need to draw comfort and guidance from
God’s Word.

The theme verse noted on the front cover of this handbook will be
the basis of ministry throughout the year. We will regularly review
the verse and talk about what it means for us in our daily lives.

Additional memory challenges from Luther’'s Small Catechism wiill
also be available. Upon completion of memorizing portions of the
catechism, students earn award certificates which can be saved
and redeemed, along with attendance award certificates, toward
gifts from the awards cabinet, during Sunday school ‘opening’
sessions.

Incentive toward regular attendance is offered through a program
of attendance award certificates. Each five days of attendance in
Sunday School is recognized with an attendance award certificate
which will be attached to a bulletin board in the ‘opening’
classroom. These certificates can be saved and redeemed for the
awards in the display case, also in the upper level ‘opening’
classroom.

Certificates for memorizing portions of Luther’s Small Catechism
can be used in combination with the attendance certificates toward
awards from the cabinet.

Some Sunday school students will have special topical
breakouts during the month of February. The purpose is to allow
a special teaching focus by grade, apart from the thematic
lesson format. (Students who don’t ‘break-out’ will continue with
their curriculum as usual in February.)

Break Out Topics
(subject to change dependent on attendance)

PreK/Kind. - Love
1st Grade - “The Lord’s Prayer”
2nd Grade - “God and Me”
*3rd Grade - Introduction to the Bible
4th Grade - “Introduction to Confirmation”
5th/6th Grade - “Introduction to Worship” (odd years)

First through fourth grade PARENTS are asked to attend and
participate in their child’s breakout sessions.

These are important classes in the next step of your child’s faith
walk. Please plan to attend.

*This ‘Intro to the Bible’ class includes the gift of a new ‘Faith
Alive’ ESV Bible which will also be used in confirmation classes.
If you have a child in grades 4-6 who missed the 3rd Grade ‘Intro
to the Bible’ class in the standard Break-Out rotation, other
arrangements will be made to take the class and receive a Bible.




